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that is, as a prime motive of life, c* from the governance of our
institutions. "

There is evidence to show that young Gopalakrishna was
deeply affected by the political events of the first decade of this
century. The e Vande Mataram5 or Swadeshi movement from
Bengal was then sweeping across the length and breadth of the
country, and it had its echo also in Guntur and other districts
of Andhradesa. Gopalakrishna appears to have been frequenting
those political meetings and listening to and even delivering
speeches on politics and nationalism. In 1907, he was already
planning at Bapatla of a * National Theatre' and a e National
Fund * for educating the people on " all our political affairs. **
In 1909, he is said to have delivered some lectures on nationalism
and art at the Second Andhra Students* Conference held at
Bandar (Masulipatam). And about this time, he also led
excursions of fellow students to places like Kondaveedu Fort, the
seat of the Reddi rulers of Andhra. All these must have kindled
a strong love of liberty in him; and there is no doubt that
the movement of 1907-1908 left a strong impress on his mind*

Among the figures that stood out prominently in his mind
from out of the leaders of the. time must be mentioned the late
Lokamanya Tilak and Sree Aurobindo Ghosh* The release of
the Lokamanya from the Mandalay jail in 1915S Gopalakrishna
celebrated with great eclat when he was Secretary of the
Edinburgh Indian Association; and after the Gandhian ** Backing
at Bardoli" in 1922, he was often saying: c* Oh, for a Tilak
or Das by the side of Gandhiji" at Bardoll I Of Sree Aurobindo,
the Saint of Pondicherry, Gopalakrishna \vrote in his Sadhana
in 1925 : " The great Reserve of Hope of India3.. the prophet
of nationalism, poet of patriotism and Ipver of humanity.**

Among the Andhra patriots, the figure that attracted young
Gopalakrishna most at this time was one, Jonnavitfula Guru-
fcadham, the ardent publicist and thinker of Guutur^ who, in
company with a few friends, first founded the Andhra
Movement. The late Gurunadham was both the brain
and soul of the Movement which followed in the